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(54) PRODUCTION OF CARBOXYLIC ACID ESTER 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To carry out neutralization of a reaction 
liquid of esterification by controlling to minimize alkali 
loss and hydrolysis of an ester in producing a carboxylic 
acid ester by neutralizing a reaction liquid obtained by 
subjecting a carboxylic acid to react with an alcohol in 
the presence of an acid catalyst 
CONSTITUTION: In a production of a carboxylic acid 
ester by neutralizing a reaction liquid obtained by a 
reaction of a carboxylic acid and an alcohol in the 
presence of an acidic catalyst, a catalytic neutralizing 
tower 7 with a counter current is used and an 
esterification reaction liquid is fed from under part 4, a 
strong aqueous alkali from an intermediate part 3 and a 
weak aqueous alkali from a upper part 2. Thus, a 
reaction liquid is continuously neutralized by taking out a 
neutralized oil layer 5 containing a carboxylic acid ester 
from the top of the tower and an aqueous layer from the 
bottom of the tower. 
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